
Claiming the Right to 
Housing for Women & 
Gender-Diverse People in 
Canada: 
Progress & Opportunities

Kaitlin Schwan
Executive Director,
Women’s National Housing & Homelessness 
Network

Sahar Raza
Director of Policy & Communications,
National Right to Housing Network



“The right to housing is not just a rallying cry. It, 
like human rights more generally, offers 
concrete standards that can be implemented 
and measured for progress.”

– UN Special Rapporteur on the Right to Adequate Housing
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The right to adequate 
housing in international law

7 essential features of 

adequate housing:

i. Legal security of tenure

ii. Availability of services 

and materials

iii. Affordability

iv. Habitability

v. Accessibility

vi. Location

vii. Cultural adequacy

"Systemic violations [of the right to adequate housing] have broad 
causes and effects, often arising from the ways in which society is 
organized politically, socially and economically. It is often difficult to 
identify individual perpetrators who bear individual responsibility for 
systemic violations. The State as a whole will be responsible.”

- UN Office of the High Commissioner on Human Rights

The right to adequate housing is not just about housing 
programs but also about legal protections of housing 

rights, tax measures, planning, and regulation of 
investors.



• Start with meaningful engagement with claimant community about their circumstances 

and dignity interests.

• Identify and prioritize those most in need.

• Address systemic discrimination and socioeconomic inequality, with particular 

attention paid to the rights of Indigenous peoples, women, persons with disabilities, 

persons relying on social assistance, racialized groups, and persons experiencing 

homelessness.

• Ensure a “comprehensive” approach by hearing from diverse perspectives.

• Exercise national leadership to allocate responsibilities and ensure co-operation of 

all orders of government, including through funding and inter-governmental 

agreements. 

• Ensure appropriate budgeting and resource allocation based on "maximum of available 

resources" standard including all appropriate taxation measures.

Human rights—like the right to adequate 
housing—are transformational.
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The 2019 
National 
Housing 
Strategy Act

“The right to adequate housing is a fundamental 
human right… essential to the inherent dignity 
and well-being of the person and to building 
sustainable and inclusive communities.”



The Crisis Ends 
With Us:

Request for a Review into 
the Systemic Denial of the 
Equal Right to Housing of 

Women & Gender-Diverse 
People

Submitted June 2022



Systemic Issue 





Example of Violation of the Right to Housing
Deep Poverty of Women vs. Federal Investments under the National Housing Strategy

Participants had an average of $596.66 left over after 
paying for their housing each month.

Rental Construction Financing 
Initiative: 

• Represents 40% of NHS funding + aims to 
produce 14,000 housing units over the life of 
the program 

• Relaxed affordability criteria - 30% of the 
median total income for families in the area 

• 80% of the rental units have no affordability 
requirements 

• Only maintain the affordability of 20% of 
units for 10 years  

• No targets re: women, girls, and gender 
diverse people
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Launch of the Human Rights Claims on Parliament Hill (June 2022))
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Where do we go from here?

• Develop & submit your own Claim to the Federal Housing Advocate

• Strategically mobilize the WNHHN Claim and the FIHWG Claim to advance 

local or regional advocacy goals 

• Engage in WNHHN & NFIHWG Consultations

• Provide information, materials, and tools on the right to housing to women & 

gender-diverse people experiencing homelessness, creating pathways for 

accountability 

• Educate stakeholders on their right to housing + hold decision-makers 

accountable for its implementation



Thank you!

LEARN MORE AT:

www.womenshomelessness.ca

Kaitlin Schwan

@KaitlinJSchwan
kschwan@edu.yorku.ca


